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Big Data, we are tolo,
wiell transform bow we
leve, work, and think

But 1s it transtorming how
the Church works and does
business (how we go about
“our Father s business’ )??

Are we utilising data?
Or just amadssing it?

| A REVOLUTION

' THAT WILL TRANSFORM HOW

WE LIVE, WORK, AND THINK

—

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2013)



Research and analysis are necessary 1f
data 1s to be meaningtul & usetul

e We can use widely available “big data” to enhance
our outreach, but this requires expertise; Adventist
colleges and universities have a key role to play.

* T'he Seventh-day Adventist CGhurch could collect 1ts
own data 1in different ways, using digital technology,

which means 1t could also collect new types ot data.

* But the reason to collect new data 1s to improve our
ministry and mission, which means it needs analysis.



Digital data can transtorm research,
making 1t even more powertul

« SO: "Big data’ & the new types of denominational
information that can be collected electronically will
both be optimised by research

e However, research can also be enhanced, in some
cases even transtormed, by the digital revolution...

 Researchers need to make the most of “big data”

e The denomination needs to make more information
available electronically.



A new age tor Adventist Studies

All this means that the Church needs to embrace
research and analysis more than ever betore.

Adventist scholars have the expertise to serve their
Church not just by teaching but by research.

Once research was something nice for scholars to do
1if they could be spared from their teaching.

Now the Great Second Advent Movement needs its
universities to become knowledge powerhouses.



EXAMPLES OF THE POWER OF:
DIGITAL DATA COLLECTION
ONLINE DIGITAL RESOURCES
“BIG DATA™ ANALYSIS
ADVENTIST-RELATED
RESEARCH



These are all relevant to universities and
colleges, because your taculty:

Will want to know about the resources, to use them for their research
Can take the Adventist resources and make them more meaningful &
and usetul

Can assist conference/mission/union leaders in analysing secular “big
data”

Potentially can partner with division leaders or us at the GG 1n major
church research projects



1. Three examples of denominational
digital data collection

* eAdventist: collecting and reporting local church
statistics in NAD

 ACMS (Adventist Church Management System)—
collecting, managing & reporting local church data,
mitially in SAD, but going worldwide

 MyReport: collecting & reporting denominational
statistics for administrative units
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WELCOME TO eAdventist
POWER FOR MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY!

— Church membership & church management

— Organization directory and search
— H/R & service records
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Sign In
ACMS

User Name:

|

Password:
You need a valid User Name and Password to sign in ‘ ‘

Adventist Church Management System

‘ Reset your password

Click here to register ‘
() Remember me

Please visit our official website at:
http://membership.adventist.or

—

Copyright © 2014 Seventh-day Adventist. All Rights Reserved

ACMS log-in screen




GC WebApp

GC WebApp
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<« ) & https://myreport.adventist.org

My Report About

SEVENTH-DAY
A= A ADVENTIST CHURCH

Please enter your credentials.

Language English
Email Address trimd@gc.adventist.org

Password eeeeececcee

Click here to change your password.

MyReport Log-Ln Screen




Data Entry
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Adm. Units Figures Options

-~
® General Conference (GC) K e Name General Conference (GC)
East-Central Africa Division (ECD) » ; Manager(s) Kathleen Jones (jonesk@gc.adventist.org), Lisa Rasmussen (rasmussenl@gc.adventist.org)
. Lo ~
Euro-Asia Division (ESD) ) § &
-
Inter-American Division (IAD) ) § - 100% Approved 798/798 _
(1]
Inter-European Division (EUD) ) § ;
Northern Asia-Pacific Division (NSD) x ; Secretary's Statistical Report
-~ Churches 74,299
South American Division (SAD) ) § -
- Companies 67,669
South Pacific Division (SPD) X e Church Membershi
urch Membership
. . _ -
Southern Africa-Indian Ocean Division (SID) X Church Membership at Beginning of Quarter 17,479,890
Southern Asia Division (SUD) x ; Members Added During Quarter
. 1,082,654
Southern Asia-Pacific Division (SSD) ) § ; Baptisms 082,65
- Professions of Faith 31,920
Trans-European Division (TED) ) § -
Letters Received (Transfers In) 214,130
West-Central Africa Division (WAD) ) § 2_ Adjustments 105.214
-
Middle East and North Africa Union Mission (GMEU) X e Total Added 1,433,918
m Israel Field (ISRF) - ; Members Subtracted During Quarter
Letters Granted 215,806
Deaths 47,780
Dropped 239,672
Missing 214,523
Adjustments 314,536

MgR&port: 4th Ruarter 2012 report screenm



Limits to accessibility

Privacy laws around the world mean access to AGMS

and eAdventist databases 1s imited

However, abstract cumulative data will be available, 1t

only through the Annual Statistical Report

Eventually the ASR may be replaced by a statistics web-

site updated 1n real time, increasing the value ot church
statistics for analysis of trends, etc.

But also, collecting data this way means 1t 1s possible to
collect far more than traditional ofhicial statistics



2. ADVENTIST SCHOLARLY
RESOURCES ONLINE



Photograph Database | Center for Adventist Research
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@ www.centerforadventistresearch.org/photos/ ﬁ c g' center for adventist research Q.

Center for D
Adventist Research

Center for Adventist Research | Photograph Database

|

Center for Adventist Research Image Database

Photographs and other scanned images housed at the Center for Adventist Research at Andrews University.

Collections
09 January 2014

Lantern Slides
10 March 2014

=== === Photocopies
SoS. S5 18February 2014

== Placeholders until we obtain originals.

Postcards
18 December 2013

ltems from our vault collections.

Educational Institutions
08 March 2014

Photographs taken at higher
educational institutions across the world

Outreach Work
22 March 2014

Browse our photographs by type of
outreach work, such as publishing,
education, medical, etc.

Photographs by Decade
17 December 2013

Browse our photograph collection by
decade.

| Unidentified People and

' Places
13 December 2013

' Help us identify those who are
lost!

Center for Adventist Research, Andrews University



Seventh-day Adventist Periodical Index

" N seventh-day Adventist Periodic... L e
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Welcome to the Seventh-day Adventist Periodical Index

Search the Seventh-day Adventist Periodical Index
by:

WORDS in Title, Subject or Notes
AUTHOR

Article TITLE

SUBJECT Heading

JOURNAL Title

Occasionally we get reports of individuals that are unable to access this Periodical Index. In every case so far, the problem has been resolved by allowing the firewall at
your site access to port 82 at jewel.andrews.edu. While some IT people are reluctant to do this, it can be restricted to only this site (jewel.andrews.edu). Pacific Press has
reported that you should also allow access to 143.207.5.3:82. (Thanks)

Updated March 10, 2014

1
Sponsored by: M I.‘ R

Seventh-day Adventist Periodical Index



Loma Linda University Digital Archive
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Search m Advanced Search

Loma Linda University Digital Archive

All Collections About the collections

The Loma Linda University Digital Archive contains
collections of archival materials including: Loma
Linda University historic publications, photos and
documents; Seventh-day Adventist historic
publications, photos, bookmarks and other
documents.

Adventist Heritage Magazine Collection

The first eighteen volumes of the Adventist Heritage Magazine dating
from 1974 to 1998.

Browse this Collection

Allen and Johnson Families Photograph Collection

This collection consists of 25 photographs of various members of the
Allen and Johnson Families, and a few images taken in South America
by various family members while serving in a mission capacity. The
individuals represented are: Helen Johnson, Franklin C. Johnson,
Esther Allen Johnson, H. R. Johnson, Ole Andrew Johnson, Alvin ...

more...

American Medical Missionary College Collection :_w","*"""';’_"""‘,'w!
American Medical Missionary College was a co-educational Seventh-day 8‘ 8”5.8 ’0
Adventist medical school that operated from 1895 to 1910 in Chicago, a 20800 A

Loma Linda University Digital Archive
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UNASP: Centro Nacional de Memoria Adventista (Brazil)



Ellen G. White Writings in Multiple Languages

J ez Ellen G. White Writings in Multi... |+
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_eBooks | Donate | More

< [l s English
- [l @ EGW Writings
m Books
Devotionals
& Periodicals
a4 Pamphlets
Manuscript Releases
Misc Collections
Modern English L
R:'f:fe'::y - ! ’“ Dictionary
Bible '
Adventist Pioneer Library
«« Afrikaans (Afrikaans)
"] Akawaio
I — Shqip (Albanian)
B Altay
A Ambharic
B = au,=ll (Arabic)
B _ 2wjhpki (Armenian)
B - Bandung
> Batak
4 Bohemian :
> Bulgarian S A e e AR

Il = Burmese
l — Carib
. . Cahuana

Writings 1.6; beta, © Ellen G. White Estate, 2014
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To support Ellen G. White’s Writings

Ellen G. White Writings
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ASTR brings together the Seventh day Adventlst Church’s past and present in order to inspire for the future

RECENT VIDEOS IMPORTANT
ABOUT THIS SITE

_ . . ANNOUNCEMENTS
"This Week in Adventist History" (March 14, 2014)
THEOLOGY OF ORDINATION ’1 ~ 'usl"- ‘ \
» [ B January 2014 TOSC Papers

SUMMIT ON NURTURE AND ' cag Sak ’ ' Now Available
RETENTION

Now available online: reports to the January 2014
SDA BASICS meeting of TOSC from the 13 Division Biblical

Research Committees; new research papers to be
RESOURCES added shortly.
ONLINE ARCHIVES HDVENTIETE READ MORE &)
RECORDS CENTER e . 2 % ) -

i Adventism and Adventist
HELDOE S History: Sesquicentennial
MEDIA . ;gllljls) Week in Adventist History" (March 21, Reflections
. Dr. David Trim remarks on the beginnings of Casa Conference with cutting-edge papers on
ANNOUNCEMENTS . Editora Sudamericana, Asia-Pacific... Adventist history and historiography
FAQ "Forgotten Adventist Stories" by David Trim READ MORE &)
(September 18, 2012)

CONTACT Dr David Trim presents forgotten stories of Seventh-day

Adventists at Avondale College.... Summit on Nurture and

www.AdventistArchives.ore—home page for suite of ASTR websites
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Home ' Theology of Ordination

ABOUT THIS SITE

THEOLOGY OF Theology of Ordination

ORDINATION
January 2014: Papers presented .
s Introduction
About the Theology of Ordination At the 2010 General Conference Session in Atlanta, Georgia, a request was made for an official church
Study Committee (TOSC) study of ordination. In response to this request, on September 18, 2012, General Conference leaders
Official Denominational voted to establish the Theology of Ordination Study Committee (TOSC). TOSC is composed of 106
Proceedings Adventist men and women of diverse ages, ethnicities, and professions, tasked with answering two

primary questions which it will report on at the 2014 Annual Council:
GC Session Actions

1. What is the theology of ordination from a Biblical perspective?
2. What should the implications of this theology be for Seventh-day Adventist practices, including

Study Commissions and the question of women’s ordination?
Committees

GC Committees' Actions

This website is the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s repository of official documents, various GC

Other Oiflaally.Commlestoned committee actions, resources, and links pertaining to ordination. Its purpose is to encourage

<l s productive study, reflection, and discussion as a global Church family.
Resources
B The information and documents in these pages do not necessarily represent the views or conclusions of
Timelines TOSC, however, they are all official denominational actions, or documents created as a part of an
Bibliographies official study process.

Theology of Ordination Study Committee (ASTR hosts TOSC website)
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WEL(OME B 1973 Role of Women in the Church Committee:
VLTI IY] Mohaven Documents

740-599-6111

Commissioned-Paper Authors
Links

SUMMIT ON NURTURE AND
RETENTION

SDA BASICS 1975 Role of Women Study Group

RESOURCES
ONLINE ARCHIVES

RECORDS CENTER 0 1985 Role of Women in the Church Committee

PHOTOGRAPHS
MEDIA

ANNOUNCEMENTS 1988 Commission on the Role of Women 1

FAQ

CONTACT

Search here... | [Searcn ] @ J»'.»-. 1989 Commission on the Role of Women II: Cohutta

Springs Documents

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK ﬁ

You
VISIT US ON YOUTUBE

flvia]e]+ K

& 2013-14 GC Theology of Ordination Study
Committee

Tweets 3 Follow

éTOSC website has .pdfs of every paper presented to official denominational
Study committees since 1973; also every official action on ordination taken
by a GG committee
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THEOLOGY OF
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SUMMIT ON NURTURE
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Summit Documents
Summit Devotionals
Plenary Sessions
Breakout Sessions

Division Reports
SDA BASICS
RESOURCES
ONLINE ARCHIVES
RECORDS CENTER
PHOTOGRAPHS

MEDIA

ASTR HOME DIRECTORY YEARBOOK ONLINE ARCHIVES
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Home Summit on Nurture and Retention

Summit on Nurture and Retention

AND

Summit Documents
Summit Devotionals

Plenary Sessions

ASTR also hosts the Nurture and Retention website
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DIRECTORY HOME SEARCH MAPS WORLD DIVISIONS ADD MY CHURCH CONTACTUS SEARCH: @ Advanced

@ Advanced Search

o | Add My Church

Find a Church Find a School

The Adventist Organizational Directory provides an organizational locator and standard reference for Adventist organizations and entities worldwide. This database differs from the
Adventist Yearbook in that the Yearbook does not contain local churches and schools and information in the Yearbook is updated only once a year. (Only basic contact information
can be updated via the Directory for Yearbook entries. Other changes must go through the normal Yearbook process).

Churches and schools are available for North America and some Non-NAD divisions. (Information for Non-NAD churches may be out of date or inconsistent). Please submit any
change requests via the "request change" links provided below each entry. (This directory does NOT currently contain information about conference or institutional employees.
Please contact the local conference/union/division for this information.)

BROWSE BY LOCATION

World Map United States Canada Division Map
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Adventist Directory
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YEARBOOK HOME SEARCH WORLD DIVISIONS OLD YEARBOOKS FORMATS ORDER NOW CONTACTUS SEARCH: @ Advanced

Seventh-day Adventist Online Yearbook - LIVE!

Welcome to the Seventh-day Adventist Online Yearbook! The Online Yearbook is now LIVE, reflecting changes as they are made to the Yearbook database at the General Conference. To search
this live content, use the search box below, or use the Advanced Search page. The content of previous editions can be searched by clicking on a Yearbook cover below, or using the Advanced

Search form and choosing the appropriate year. Some older Yearbooks may also be viewed and searched in PDF format. The Adventist Yearbook can be purchased in printed and electronic
formats.

W More information

Search | ADVANCED SEARCH _WORLD MAP __DIVISION MAPS HOW TO SEARCH = PDFES

2012 2011 2010 2009

2007 2006

e 4

Order now!

2005

About the Printed

Yearbook

About the Yearbook
on Disk (software)
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Search for any Division, Union or Local Field: - Search |

CURRENT STATISTICS
The 2013 Annual Statistical Report Supplement is now Available
» 2013 Annual Statistical Report

, 2013 Annual Statistical Report
Supplement

2012 ANNUAL COUNCIL Browse by Adventist World Divisions
» Report
» World Statistics General Conference (World Church Statistics)

» Interesting Facts

» 2010 GC Session Report

LINKS

» Statistical Documents

» Annual Statistical Reports

» Statistical Office Information
» Statistical Maps

Send comments regarding site
» design and functionality to the
Webmaster

AP

- Adventist Statistics—download statistics for any area, any period, to Excel!
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CONFERENCES
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Periodicals

Meeting Minutes Books

The Office of Archives, Statistics, and Research is commissioned to preserve all materials
produced by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists and its departments. The archives
houses over 20,000 linear feet of records covering the entire period of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church history. Patrons can trace the development of the church through these records, which
include legal instruments, minutes, reference files, reports, correspondence, publications,
recordings, films, video and audio tapes, and photographs. This site marks the beginning of an
effort to place some of the most referenced archival documents in a flexible and expandable online
system. (more information)

The OLD DjVu based Online Archives will still be available for some time
though content may become outdated.

Online Adventist archive

Search this site... g

For more information
regarding the General
Conference Office of
Archives, Statistics, and
Research please contact
the Director, David

Trim.

For comments regarding
site design and
functionality contact the
Webmaster.
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Advent Survey - Northern European Division, The
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African Division Outlook, The
American Sentinel

Asiatic Division Outlook

Atlantic Union Gleaner

Australasian Union Conference Record
Australasian Union Gleaner, The
Bible and Our Times, The
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Tue Collegiate, Normal, and Biblical Departments of instruction,
though not wholly distinct from one another, form the basis of a gen-
eral classification of the students.

Courses of Instruction.

It is the earnest desire of the Trustees and Faculty of Battle
Creek College, to arrange the studies and the teaching in such a
manner as to meet, so far as possible, the practical wants of a large
majority of those who wish to extend their study over a period of
years in this School. There is a class of students who desire a
comprehensive knowledge of the Latin and Greek languages and
Classics, as well as a familiarity with the Natural Sciences. Still
another, much larger class, from circumstances or other reasons, do

~ not desire to study the foreign languages, but to apply themselves
| wholly to the Sciences. - Many wish to pursue a course of study
and training that is especially adapted to fit them for teaching in
our Public Schools. After the most careful consideration, therefore,
several different Courses of study have been prepared for the pur-
pose of meeting these desires.

L 2

@ollegiate Depaviment,

In the Collegiate Department are pursued those branches usually
taught in Colleges and Universities,—the Modern and the Ancient
Languages, Physical Sciences, and Mathematics. For the accom-
modation of all who desire a collegiate education, and from circum-

(36) '

BATTLE CREEK COLLEGE. 37

stances, tastes, or prospects in life, do not feel warranted in devot-
ing so much time to language, etc., two Courses are arranged ; viz.,
Classical and English.

. Each of these has a preparatory course of two years. All stu-
. dents desiring to enter upon the College Course proper must first
. sustain a satisfactory examination upon the studies of this course.

|

" Remarks on Classical Course.

This Course occupies six years, two preparatory and four collegiate.
Candidates for it must possess a good understanding of KEnglish
|| Grammar, Geography, and the Principles of Arithmetic. A thor-
' ough examination must be sustained in these branches before enter-
ing on the studies embraced in this Course. This differs from the
others, which follow, chiefly in respect to the requirements in the
Latin and Greek languages. The Latin extends over fourteen Terms,
and requires the study of seven classic authors. The Greek embraces

twelve Terms’ work and five authors. The claims of these studies,
; in a liberal system of education, are recognized in all our High
. Schools and Colleges. To those who design to occupy leading posi-
| tions as teachers in our schools, a thorough knowledge of these
branches of study is indispensable.

1R
1N

—

ORDER OF. BRANCHES,

Classical Preparatory.

FIRST YEAR.

Fall Term.—Latin.—Introductory Latin Book, ................... Harkness.
Mathematics.—AlZEDTA, cuivirererioerseciones coressosessnrosssnsones Olney.
History.~~United BIAREEB, ... ..csssssassnanssosssinrssonusrsissssasrsines Venable.

Winter Term.—Latin.—Iatroduction to Latin Prose, ........... Harkness.
Mathematics.—AlZeDra, ..cceeosenrcneasess seenraes sacnsnes iannnanns Diney.
History.—Unibed SLaIeB; o..iie svassrassissrssnsasansiassassasnosans Venable.

L' Spring Term.—Latin.—Cwsar and Intro. to Latin Prose, ...... Iarkness.
Mathematics. —AlZeDYR, wivvverieeiiirrincessssssssiacinnsss sasnsaes Olney.

Gray.

H Natural Science.—BoOtaANY, .....ccceerereesessrcesssses seesesensossss



38 BATTLE CREEK COLLEGE.

SECOND YEAR.

Fall Term.—Latin.— Ceesar and Intro. to Latin Prote, sueeeeees Harkness.
Greek.—First Lessons, ..... R s iy NN .o Botse.
Mathematics.—Algebra, .cceeeirnennnn. Svavahavs Sobibespeiinaty Ssiies Schuyler.
Natural Science.—Botany (part of term), weeveeceeienaenns seces (ray.

Winter Term.— Latin.—Cicero’s Orations, and Prose, .ceseesee. "Harkness.
Greek.—FirBt LeBBODS, srasssssnns LEL LS Sesnsesne LR ) B0i88.
Mat’ltmatic&—A]gebr&, L L T T Y SENNNNNIN BN SRERRE BN SC’luyl”.

Spring Term.— Latin.—Cicero’s Oratione, and Prose, .......... Harkness.

Gresk —TFirat: BESBONE, (iviiciisisensavsvanmsssrossnnstaboosvaiossonrae Boise.
Mathematics.—Algebra, completed, ......coeerererennreeeessaneeess Schuyler.

Classical Course.

FIRST YEAR.

Fall Term.—Latin.—Virgil’s ZEneid, ....cccecuen PP e R sreekisse Frieze.
Greek.—Anabasis, and Arnold’s Prose, .cccceeeeer ssvecroesn Boise.
Natural Science.—Physiology (Lectures),....cccccceivennnens

Winter Term.—Latin.—Virgil’s Kneid, ........... doaveadia s dute Frieze.
Greek.—Anabasis, and Arnold’s Prose, cceeveeessncensens Nivesas  BOME,

Natural SCienCG.—PhyBiOlOgy (LCChH'QS), Sescssnss b

Spring Term.—Latin.—Virgil’s ZEneid, «ccceeevrrnnccrniinnnes oo Frieze.
Greek.—Anabasis, and Arnold’s Prose, ...cccceuees LTI L Boise.
Elocution.

SECOND YEAR.

Fall Torm.—Lalin.—HOTA0E, c.csssissesansosss: ssssiser sassasnee sasess Lincoln.
Greek.—Anabasis and Arnold’s Prose, completed, ...... o Boise.
English Language.—Rhetorie, ......cccieeriniriiiinsesenraninnns Hart.

Winter Term.—ZLatin.—Livy, .....ccccccricenecinnmesseecsosnsnesse Lincoln.
Greek.—Selection from Thucydides and Memoratilia, ...

..................................................... . Boise and Freeman.
English Language.—Rhetoric, ....cccceveeinsnrnnsenens vestabone Hart.
Spring Term.—Latin.—Livy, ccccciiiiininnsen carisectntancniossnnnn Lincoln.

Greek.—Selection from Thucydides and \Iemorablha, «eeee Boise
English Language.—Rhetoric, i veeeieeissiraresiiecnncsnnnnns Hart.
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THIRD YEAR.

Pall Teorm.—Laoln —QuintilaR; .icesvesisssscesssraesssssesiisasgnas
Natural Science.—Natural Philosopby, w.cccceiiniiiniiannes «ees Norton.
Mathematics.—GeOMELTY, ... cieverercrssssrassnsosaesssnsasssnnes Chauvenet.
Winter Term.— Greek.—Homer’s Iliad, ......... abatasecaines ... Boise.
Natural Science.—Natural Philosophy, «.cccoovvviiriinncanennn. Norton.
Mathematics. —Geometry, ......cceeeeess Exavasenee sosasinssssntanss Chauvenet.
Spring Term.— Greck.—Homer’s Tliad, .cccovvviiniiiiiinnnns Boise.
Natural Science.—Natural Philosophy, ..... PO R LR e Norton.
Mathematics —Geometry, ....c.ceseees Z PRI e 1 vesesss Chauvenet.
FOURTH YEAR.
Fall Term.—Latin.—Tacitus, ........ o Tha sk s AEPOE o s
Natural Science.—Chemistry, .cccceeescrecscacnternciectnicananes Barker.
Mathematics.—Trigonometry, ....... ¢ esess sessanse Aasessssasnas Davies
Winter Term.—Natural Science.—Chemistry, .......ceeeeuens . Barker.
Mathematics.—Trigonometry, ......ceevereaenivnsrecns seapunanaea Davies.
Natural Science.—Astronomy (Lectures), ...... eo0 sassssassone :
Spring Term.—Greek.—Demosthenes de Corona, ........... we D’ Ooge.
Natural Science.—Astronomy (Lectures), ......ceceesee vene
Geology. —GeOogNOBY, vevee vevrversarnnnsasans Shaia»Af b nainniagriiad Lord.
> —

Remarks on English Course.

This is designed for those who do not desire to devote so much
time to the study of language, or who, for other reasons, cannot do
so. One language is allotted a place during the last two years of
the Course. Which one it shall be, the student may decide.

English Preparatory.

FIRST YEAR.

Fall Term.—Arithmetic.—Colburn’s Common School, pages 153-209.
English Grammar.—Syntax of words.
Geography.—** Our World,” No. IL., to page 80.

|

|
|




Adventist Digital Library

* Atpresent, EGW Listate, the GG Archives, and the
Center for Adventist Research (LAR) are the largest
online digital collections

* LLoma Linda and UNASP have significant bodies of

materials online

e Other universities / colleges are starting to digitise:
e.g. Ganadian University College, Newbold College,
Walla Walla University, Pacific Union College



Adventist Digital Library

* But each digital collection has a separate website...

e The EGW Estate, CAR and ASTR are working to

create a common platformm—one portal for
historic Adventist materials online:

» [ he Adventist Dvaital Library (ADL)



Adventist Digital Library

* The General Conference has invested heavily in the
creation of the Adventist Digital Library, paying for
hardware, software development, stafl salaries, and
incidental costs.

* It will be freely available to all church members;
but 1t will grve every Adventist higher education institution
with web access a world-class research library on
Adventist Studaes.

 Timeframe: we anticipate i1t will go live betore the

2015 GC Session.



Adventist Digital Library

However:

1o keep updating the database;

1o allow tor other mstitutions to add their digitised

materials;

To translate materials 1into other

languages...

All this has a cost. Thus, 1n orc
an optimal asset for teaching, .

er for the ADL to be

earning and scholar-

ship, it needs ongoing financial support from Adventist higher

education institutions, on top ot the mitial investment by

the General Conference.



Optimising existing resources

* Kven betore the ADL goes live, however, the wealth
of resources on the White Estate and GC Archives
websites (in particular) are still easily accessible.

* And there are possibilities for GG Archives to help
publicise the research being done by your faculty
and students, or hosted at your 1nstitution.
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3. ANALYSING “BIG DATA”
FOR MISSION PURPOSES



Consumer demographics

applied to evangelism

* Demographic and sociological profi

ing of areas

prior to outreach plans can be trans:

» Examples of “"big data” available in

‘ormed.

many countries

or regions: spending patterns, transport use, reading

patterns—all from credit card and loyalty program

cata

* Many conferences would like to have this data, so

that outreach methods can be tailored; but not all

have staft with necessary analytical skills.



Using crowd sourcing

* Denominational institutions often supply multiple
and contradictory addresses; this makes mapping
(for analytical purposes) and insurance ditficult.

e Rather t

nan paying for numbers of buildings and

their add

resses to be verified, a university could set

up a project for students to take cell-phone photos of

all the buildings 1n a given conterence or union,

which could be geo-coded by the phone and then

uploaded to a website.



4. SOME RESULTS OF
ADVENTIST-RELATED
RESEARCH



Flve major research projects

» Over 41,000 interviews or completed questionnaires from all around the
world:

.. 4,260 pastors from all divisions and 93% of unions shared about their
experience in ministry
» Two surveys on beliefs, attitudes, experiences in the local church, and
spiritual-life practices:
1. More than 26,000 church members from 6 continents and 9 divisions

i, Almost 1,200 current students/recent graduates—aged 20-30—of
Adventist universities in North America

+ Also:
. Over 900 ex-SDAs shared the experiences that led to them leaving our
ranks

v. 9,000 church-members on four continents responded to surveys as
part of a detailed study of tithing and stewardship practices



?Respondents with some Adventist Education

None = 52.58%

& None

& Some

Some =47.42%




Experience of different levels

of Adventist education

Percentage of total reporting
any experience of Adventist

education

B Elementary Schooling

fSecondary Schooling

B Higher Education




Percentage with no Adventist education,

per Division

| 100%

90%

80%

70%

60%
50% -
40% -
30% -
20% -
10% -

ECD

IAD

NAD SAD SID SPD SSD TED WAD




Pastors experience of Adventist Education

13 or more
years None
14% 8%

9to 12 years
16%




* Respondents with experience of SDA fugher

education: division-by-division share i

35.00%

| 30.00%

25.00%

' 20.00%

| 15.00%

| 10.00% -

5.00% -

ECD IAD NAD SAD SID SPD SSD TED WAD

0.00% -




Adventist experience of higher education
In context

30%
4726 Percentage of persons who
completed secondary school
25%
20%
“ Adventist
15%
12.75%  11.90%
& World at large
10%
5%
0% .
Some tertiary education Tertiary graduate

Robert J. Barro & Jong-Wha Lee, “A new data set of educational attainment in the world, 1950-2010",
| National Bureau of Economic Research, Working Papers, no. 15902 (April 2010), p. 32




Adventist education 1s a
spiritual sateguard

In surveys of lapsed and ex-Adventists, 83°%o report no experience of Adventist
education

However, the equivalent figure for all church-members 1s 56%

‘Those who have not gone through Adventist education are disproportionately
more likely to become 1nactive or leave

60%o of pastors believe that members who have not experienced Adventist higher
education are more likely to leave the church

The Valuegenesis studies documented that Adventist primary and secondary
education strongly correlates with being retained by the Seventh-day Adventist
Church—but only for North America.

Data from the recently concluded research 1s a very strong prima facie indication
that the model in NAD obtains globally and for tertiary education



Conclusion

* These examples have hopetully given some sense of
how Adventist colleges and universities can exploit
existing online digital resources for scholarship and
teaching, and of the opportunities that will present
themselves as our ~ denomination goes digital”

* |t also shows how research can be of immense value
for the CGhurch 1n general and tertiary institutions 1n
particular



Conclusion

* What, then, is the agenda for the twenty-first
century?

* Universities and colleges, as much as possible, should
invest 1n research, regarding themselves not simply
as teaching or training institutions, but as wtellectual
resource centres tor enhancing the mission & ministry
of the Church 1n their area.

* 'T'hey should proactively reach out to administrators
offering their faculty s unique analytical expertise.




Conclusion

* Agenda for the twenty-first century (cont.)

e Universities and colleges can contribute to the ~big

data” picture of their society and the wider Church,

and can make resources available online—especial

in partnership with projects like the ADL,

)

* Qur tertiary faculty and students have unique skill

sets and knowledge bases; and educational leaders

should be seeking ways to maximise them to aid the

mission of the Seventh-day Adventist Ghurch.



